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"And whereas you saw that he gathered another peaceable multitude unto him;
Those are the ten tribes, which were carried away prisoners out of their own land in
the time of Osea the king, whom Salmanasar the king of Assyria led away captive,
and he carried them over the waters, and so came they into another land.

But they took this counsel among themselves, that they would leave the multitude
of the heathen, and go forth into a further country, where never mankind had dwelt.
That they might there keep their statutes, which they never kept in their own land.
And they entered into Euphrates by the narrow places of the river. For the most High
then shown signs for them, and held still the flood, till they were passed over. For
through that country there was a great way to go, namely, of a year and a half; and

the same region is called Arsareth.
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.King James Version '97 n"721x0 ,4 Esdras, 13, 39-50
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Then they dwelt there until the latter time; and now when they shall begin to come.
The Highest shall stay the springs of the stream again, that they may go through;
therefore you saw the multitude with peace.

But those that are left behind of your people are those who are found within my
borders. Now when he destroys the multitude of the nations that are gathered
together, he shall defend his people that remain. And then shall he show them great

wonders."
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So he read the epistle at Babylon to those Jews that were there; but he kept the
epistle itself, and sent a copy of it to all those of his own nation that were in Media.
And when these Jews had understood what piety the king had towards God, and
what kindness he had for Esdras, they were all greatly pleased; nay, many of them
took their effects with them, and came to Babylon, as very desirous of going down to
Jerusalem; but then the entire body of the people of Israel remained in that country;
wherefore there are but two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the Romans, while
the ten tribes are beyond Euphrates till now, and are an immense multitude, and not

to be estimated by numbers.
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